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and have made tremendous strides in the ef-
forts to improve the quality of life in the Hous-
ton area. Under the leadership of Reverend
Williams, the congregation has grown to more
than 3,000 members with facilities on more
than ten acres of property. Throughout his ten-
ure as senior pastor, Reverend Williams, has
a number of accomplishments that highlight
his commitment and dedication to serving
God, his congregation and the Houston com-
munity. Some of his many achievements in-
clude, the development of the ministerial staff
concept, the Family Life Center, the Crisis
Counseling Center, and the Violet P. Williams
Educational Building. Reverend Williams has
implemented more than twenty-five ministries
and provides leadership to a number of dedi-
cated and talented staffers.

Mr. Speaker, throughout his 34 years in the
ministry, Reverend Williams’ intelligence, en-
thusiasm, and integrity has served his con-
gregations well. He brings a tireless energy,
an unflagging drive, and an unparalleled pas-
sion to each of his endeavors, whether it’s as
a Pastor, a civic leader, or friend. His tremen-
dous strength over the years is a testimony to
the success of his efforts to address the
needs of his congregations and community.
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Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me take
this means to congratulate and pay tribute to
Sgt. James E. Closson of Marshall, MO, who
recently was named Officer of the Year by the
Missouri State Highway Patrol. He has distin-
guished himself, the Missouri Highway Patrol,
and the State of Missouri with dedicated serv-
ice.

Sgt. Closson has been serving and pro-
tecting the citizens of Missouri for 28 years.
He is respected by the members of Troop A
for his diligence in ensuring assignments are
met and completed without fail. His years in
the Troop A area and as the zone sergeant of
Zone 10 in Saline County have established
him as a leader in the community.

Sgt. Closson is the son of a distinguished
former Missouri Highway Patrolman, A.F.
Closson.

Mr. Speaker, Sgt. James E. Closson has
been dedicated to serving and protecting the

citizens of Missouri for 28 years and is well
deserving of this prestigious award. I am cer-
tain that my colleagues will join me in wishing
Sgt. Closson and his wife, Jenny, all the best.
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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to stand firm against the impunity with
which the girls and women of Burma are
raped, tortured, beaten, and killed as part of a
systematic campaign by the Burmese army to
terrorize and subjugate its people.

This week, a report was released detailing
the heinous acts of rape and other forms of
sexual violence carried out on the women and
girls of the Shan State on the Burmese border
with Thailand. Compiled from interviews with
brave victims who would talk about their story,
the report serves merely as a microcosm of
the ongoing and endemic commitment by the
Burmese army to thwart resistance and oppo-
sition by officially condoning the use of rape
as a weapon of war against its civilian popu-
lation.

Mr. Speaker, the reports that have surfaced
describe how the overwhelming majority of
these rapes are being carried out by officers,
and usually in front of their own troops. Girls
and women are being beaten mutilated, suffo-
cated—tortured. A quarter of these rapes re-
sult in death, and in some incidences the vic-
tim’s body is publicly displayed to send out a
message of terror and fear to local peoples.
These crimes against humanity are often
times even taking place within military bases
where some women have been detained for
up to 4 months—only to be raped, even gang
raped, repeatedly by soldiers.
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Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor and pay tribute to Captain
Fred ‘‘Pot Lick’’ Clay Cutrer, Jr., United States

Air Force, of Mississippi, who was laid to rest
on Thursday, June 6, 2002. Captain Cutrer
had been missing in action in South Vietnam
since August 5, 1964. Captain Cutrer was the
first pilot to be killed after President Johnson’s
escalation of American involvement in Vietnam
due to the Gulf of Tonkin. At the time Captain
Cutrer’s plane went down he was only 29
years old.

Captain Cutrer and his navigator, Lieutenant
Leonard Lee Kaster of Massachusetts, were
flying a B–57B Canberra on August 5, at-
tempting to land at a nearby base, when they
were shot down by Viet Cong soldiers. Unfor-
tunately, a rescue or recovery mission could
not be attempted, as the area where the plane
went down was deemed too dangerous. Both
men were listed as Missing in Action and their
names were on the Vietnam Wall when it was
dedicated in Washington, D.C., in 1982. Cap-
tain Cutrer’s name can be found on Panel 1E,
Line 60.

In August 1992, the Defense Department’s
POW/Missing Personnel Office found the
crash site with the help of a Vietnamese na-
tive who saw the plane as it crashed in Long
Khan Province. Follow-up visits led to an ex-
cavation in March and April 1997 and recovery
of Captain Cutrer’s remains. In January 1998,
Captain Cutrer’s family was notified that his
dog tags and remains had been found. He
was given a full military burial at Arlington
Cemetery on Thursday, June 6, 2002. Since
Lieutenant Kaster’s remains were never found,
he was buried with Captain Cutrer. He and
Lieutenant Kaster were posthumously award-
ed the Purple Heart.

Captain Cutrer grew up in Mississippi in a
loving family and alongside great friends. He
was married to Shirley Cutrer, who was a First
Lieutenant who was honorably discharged as
an Air Force nurse in 1962 after becoming
pregnant with the couple’s first of two sons,
Fred III. She died September 10, 1998, when
her car collided with an 18-wheeler in Penn-
sylvania. Later this summer, she will be ex-
humed and buried beside her husband’s plot.

On Thursday, June 6, many of Captain
Cutrer’s friends and family met at Arlington to
finally lay to rest their beloved friend and fam-
ily member. Among those attending the fu-
neral were Captain Cutrer’s two sons, Fred III
and Dan, his brother Hugh Molse Cutrer and
his two sisters, Lillie Cutrer Gould and Connie
Cutrer Blair of Simsbury, CT.

Captain Fred ‘‘Pot Lick’’ Clay Cutrer, Jr. is
a true American hero and I urge my col-
leagues to stand today to honor his memory.
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